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person on the stage who in tragic parts can give one
the slightest pleasure, if we except Kernble now and
then.

c The fine world is at present engaged in a controversy
concerning the private theatre. You will have seen the
names of the lady patroresses, managers, &c. in the
newspapers. They are exactly the set one should have
*supposed, and I confess I am by no means a friend to
this institution, by which our people of fashion, male
and female, are to become actors, stage managers,
dancers, and publicans. The Eoyal Institution is much
more entertaining than the pic-nic. I attended a very
entertaining lecture last night by Mr. Davy on galva-
nism ; the most curious subject of modern science, and
the most recent discovery. Lord Spencer, Lord Grower,
and Lady Sutherland were there.'

' February 27.

< I have been to another chemical lecture. Mr. Davy
is not an orator; still less so than Dr. Hope; but he
is remarkably clear as well as simple. It is curious
to see ex-Ministers and a number of our politicians
attending these amusements as I did at Edinburgh.
Lord Spencer is a constant student; there are a great
many women, principally matrons with young daughters,
who take notes and carry their syllabus as boys do at
Edinburgh.'

'March 16.

c The pic-nic or private theatricals which have made
such a noise are not very exhilarating; it is a lame
performance, and will be found too great an exertion for